
List of Free & Paid Grant Databases 

When seeking funding from foundations, corporations, and government entities, utilizing specialized 

grant databases can streamline the research and application process. Below is a curated list of top free and 

paid grant funder databases: 

Free Grant Databases: 

1.​ Grants.gov: The primary resource for federal grants in the United States, offering a 

comprehensive database of funding opportunities across various federal agencies. Grants.gov 

2.​ Foundation Directory Online (FDO) by Candid: While FDO primarily operates on a 

subscription basis, organizations with annual budgets under $1 million can access a free annual 

subscription by updating their nonprofit profile and earning a "Gold Seal of Transparency." 

Candid.org or GuideStar.org 

3.​ Grantmakers.io: A free platform that aggregates publicly available Form 990 data, allowing 

users to search and explore information on over 100,000 foundations. Grantmakers.io 

4.​ GrantStation (via GPA Membership): GrantStation provides access to a vast database of 

U.S. and international funding opportunities, along with tools for strategic grant planning and 

proposal writing. It is available for free to members of the Grant Professionals Association (GPA). 

GrantStation.com 

5.​ Grantsmanship Center Funding Databases: The Grantsmanship Center offers free access 

to the U.S.-based funding sources, including foundation, corporate, and state-level grant 

opportunities. Although their database is not as extensive as paid services, it’s an excellent 

starting point for identifying regional funding opportunities and government programs. 

tgci.com/funding-sources 

Paid Grant Databases: 

1.​ Foundation Directory Online (FDO) by Candid: A comprehensive database offering 

detailed information on grantmakers and their funding histories. Subscription plans vary, with 

options tailored to different organizational needs. Candid.org 

2.​ GrantStation: Provides access to a vast database of U.S. and international funding 

opportunities, along with tools for strategic grant planning and proposal writing. Memberships 

are available on an annual basis. GrantStation.com 

3.​ Instrumentl: Combines grant discovery, research, and tracking in a single platform, offering a 

user-friendly interface to identify and manage funding opportunities. Subscription plans are 

available for organizations of varying sizes. Instrumentl.com 

4.​ GrantWatch: A directory of currently available grants for nonprofits, businesses, and 

individuals, with a focus on new and updated listings. Access requires a subscription. 

GrantWatch.com 

5.​ GrantScape: Powered by Thompson Grants, this platform offers a comprehensive database of 

grant opportunities from foundations and government agencies, along with a knowledge center 

for grant compliance and management. Subscription options are available for database access and 

training resources. TheGrantScape.com 

When selecting a grant database, consider factors such as the scope of funding opportunities, user 

interface, updating schedule, additional resources provided, and subscription costs to determine the best 

fit for your organization's needs. 

https://doublethedonation.com/grant-research-tools/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

